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SUBJECT: CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFER (CAT) RESTRAINT AND THE 
SSOD 

REF: STATE 87919 

1 . WE CONVEYED VIEWS PROVIDED REFTEL APRIL 6 TO BELGIAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL CHARGED WITH ARMAMENT AND DISARMAMENT QUESTIONS, 
PIERRE CHAMPENOIS. 

2. CHAPENOIS SAID THAT BELGIUM FULLY AGREES WITH NEED TO PROCEED 
CAUTIOUSLY AND WITH FULLEST CONSULTATIONS ON SENSITIVE ISSUE OF 
CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS. HE ALSO MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: 

A. QUESTION OF CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFERS IS VERY 
IMPORTANT. BELGIUM COULD AGREE WITH "REALISTIC FORMULAS," EVEN IF 
THEY ARE FAR-REACHING. 

B. NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES, HOWEVER, ARE CLEARLY MORE 
INTERESTED IN PUSHING FOR NUCLEAR ARMS CONTROL. AND WILL STRONGLY 
ADVANCE THEIR CASE. THEIR IS A LIMIT TO WHAT THEY WILL ACCEPT 

ON CONVENTIONAL ARMS ISSUE. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BRUSSE 06698 070229Z 

C. BELGIUM HAS ADVANCED THE IDEA OF A REGIONAL APPROACH, 

I.E. SELF-RESTRAINT ON A REGIONAL BASIS, AS BEING MORE DEMOCRATIC. 
BELGIUM COULD ACCEPT, HOWEVER, A MIXTURE OF TWO METHODS, I.E. 
RESTRICTIONS AFFECTING RECIPIENT COUNTRIES AND RESTRAINT BY SUPPLIERS 


D. BELGIUM DOES NOT LIKE, HOWEVER, THE TERM "RESTRAINT". 
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IT IS TOO VAGUE AND HAS A "GOOD GUYS VS BAD GUYS" CONNOTATION. 

AN AGREED DEFINITION OF "RESTRAINT" IS NEEDED. 

3. SUMMARIZING, CHAMPENOIS REPEATED THAT SUBJECT OF CONVENTIONAL 
ARMS TRANSFERS IS IMPORTANT, SAID THAT TRANSFERS MUST BE TREATED IN 
CAREFUL MANNER, AND AGREED THAT THERE SHOULD BE A GLOBAL APPROACH TO 
PROBLEM ON PART OF SUPPLIERS. CHAMBERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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